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Army conducted open air tests 
of chemicals near Maryland town 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The Army in 
1969 conducted 115 open-air tests of a 
potentially toxic chemical near a small 
Maryland town, according to 
government documents released 
Monday. • 

The documents, released to the 
Church of Scientology under the 
Freedom of Information Act, said the 
tests were intended to check the 
dispersion of potential chemical and 
germ warfare agents in forested areas. 

No chemical or germ warfare agents 
were used in the tests near Cambridge, 


Md., but the fluorescent tracer particles 
released could have posed a health risk 
to some persons, church officials said in 
a statement. 

The Army had no immediate com- 
ment on the tests or the church’s report. 

The tracer particles contained zinc 
cadmium sulfide, which some scientists 
think could be hazardous to infants, the 
elderly and those with respiratory pro- 
blems, if inhaled in sufficient quantities. 

It is unknown how much of the 
chemical anyone might have been 


THE POST, Frederick, Md. 

Tuesday, October 14, 1980 A-9 

exposed to as it drifted from the test 
site, located in the Green Brier Swamp 
12 miles southwest of Cambridge. 

The church charged that the Army 
never assessed the dangers of spraying 
the chemical near populated areas. It 
asked the White House and the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency to in- 
% vestigate potential long-term health ef- 
fects on exposed people. 

Church officials said information on 
the tests was needed to prevent renewed 
testing on civilian populations. 

“The testing done in Cambridge gives 
Americans an idea of what can be ex- 
pected if the United States resumes pro- 
duction of chemical weapons,” said 
Brian Anderson, a church spokesman. 

The tests in Cambridge were con- 
ducted from Aug. 1 through Nov. 25, 
1969, by Army scientists and a contrac- 
ting company, Meteorological Research 
Laboratory of Falls Church, Va. 

Local landowners gave permission to 
the Army to use their land, but neither 
they nor town officials were told the 
nature of the tests, church officials said. 

The Army constructed a 200-foot 
tower in the forest from which clouds of 
the tracer chemical were released. 
Samples were taken at varying 
distances from the tower to see how dif- 
, ferent foliage and weather conditions af- 
fected the spread of the particles, ac- 
cording to the documents. 

Zinc cadmium sulfide particles were 
used because they glow under 
ultraviolet light and can be distinguish- 
ed from other material in the 
environment when evaluating samples, 
they said. 
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